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SECONDARY /  MIDDLE SCHOOL ·  SPANISH 1A AND 1B

7–8 Spanish Curriculum Overview
The 7–8 Spanish curriculum develops students' ability to use Spanish with increasing independence across familiar and culturally
meaningful contexts. In 7th grade, students work at the Novice Mid–High level, building confidence with sentences, short
connected messages, conversations, descriptions, comparisons, and personal expression. They explore topics such as school,
hobbies, family, geography, and weather while developing their ability to interpret stories and informational content and
communicate about their own experiences.

In 8th grade, students progress from Novice High toward Intermediate Low, expanding their ability to sustain communication,
retell and summarize information, express opinions and preferences, make comparisons, and present information with greater
detail. Students explore homes, clothing, music and art, Hispanic traditions and celebrations, influential figures, and future plans.
Across both grades, students engage with stories, songs, cultural content, visuals, and meaningful interactions while developing
interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational communication. The progression emphasizes greater independence, connected
communication, cultural understanding, and the ability to use Spanish to communicate about an increasingly broad range of
people, places, experiences, and ideas.

Acquisition-driven instruction
The curriculum is grounded in Acquisition-Driven Instruction
(ADI) and comprehensible input. Students regularly hear and
interpret Spanish made understandable through context, visuals,
gestures, repetition, modeling, questioning, and meaningful
interaction.

Communication and language development
Students interpret spoken, visual, and written Spanish; interact
with others using familiar language; and gradually present
information, ideas, and personal responses in Spanish.

Literacy development
Literacy develops alongside oral language and comprehension.
Students progress from words and phrases to sentences,
connected text, and more sustained communication as
proficiency grows.

Culture in context
Culture is embedded throughout rather than presented as a
separate topic. Students encounter Spanish-speaking people,
communities, traditions, music, art, geography, food,
celebrations, and perspectives through the language they are
learning.

Standards and framework alignment

The curriculum is informed by the ACTFL World-Readiness Standards and proficiency framework. It is also designed to support the
International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme (IB PYP) framework through concept-driven units and meaningful themes.
Dedicated IB program pages remain separate on IBWorldLanguages.com.

About this scope & sequence. This document provides an abbreviated public overview of the Sarah's Spanish School secondary (middle
school) curriculum. It is intended to give a clear picture of progression, unit sequence, proficiency development, and major communication
and learning goals across the secondary / middle school program. The complete curriculum provided to adopting schools includes lesson
plans, learning objectives, instructional guidance, resources, assessments, differentiation guidance, and supporting materials.

7–8 Spanish communication progression

Grade Proficiency Communication progression

7 Novice Mid–
High

Build and exchange sentences and short connected messages about familiar topics; ask and answer
questions, describe people and experiences, express preferences and opinions, interpret stories and
informational content, and make simple comparisons.

8 Novice High–
Intermediate
Low

Communicate with greater independence using connected sentences and short messages; participate in
conversations, retell and summarize information, describe and compare people, places, experiences, and
cultural practices, express opinions with supporting details, and present information across a wider range
of topics.
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GRADE 7  ·  PROFICIENCY FOCUS:  NOVICE MID–NOVICE HIGH

7th Grade Unit Sequence
Introductory Unit COMMUNICATION & LEARNING GOALS

Introduce oneself in Spanish.

Express likes, dislikes, and preferences in Spanish.

Understand key words and phrases in a Spanish song.

Participate in simple conversations with others in Spanish.

Play a game and interact with others in Spanish.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Unit 1: You Can't Bring a Gato to La Escuela COMMUNICATION & LEARNING GOALS

Express preferences about school, classes, and activities in Spanish.

Have simple conversations with others about preferences and
school experiences in Spanish.

Follow classroom commands and identify classroom objects in
Spanish.

Identify and describe classroom objects, classes, and school routines
in Spanish.

Understand and apply simple grammar rules in Spanish.

Understand a story in Spanish and identify specific details and key
vocabulary.

Sequence events from a story and retell a story in Spanish.

Express and ask about feelings and emotions related to different
classes.

State class times and interpret a student's school schedule in
Spanish.

Compare and contrast school schedules, classrooms, and school
experiences in different countries.

Create and participate in a "This or That" activity in Spanish.

Present information about personal school preferences in Spanish.

Have simple conversations about backpacks, school, and school
experiences in Spanish.

Express preferences about school lunches and ask others about
their preferences.

Compare and contrast school lunches and classroom experiences
around the world.

Understand a short film about students' lives and compare their
experiences with one's own.

Present information about oneself, school preferences, and a
favorite class in Spanish.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Unit 2: Hobbies COMMUNICATION & LEARNING GOALS

Recognize and identify hobby vocabulary in Spanish.

Act out hobbies and activities in Spanish.

Express likes, dislikes, and preferences about hobbies and activities.

State what activities one likes to do, where one does them, and how
often.

Have simple conversations about hobbies and personal interests in
Spanish.

Understand stories in Spanish and identify key details and
vocabulary.

Retell a story using appropriate Spanish vocabulary.

Represent the meaning of Spanish sentences from a story through
drawings.

Compare and contrast characters in a story and make connections
to oneself.

Write simple, connected sentences in Spanish and organize ideas
clearly.

Identify and express the likes, dislikes, and preferences of others.

Read and understand short stories in Spanish.

Understand and discuss information about soccer in Spain.

Participate in a soccer practice using Spanish.

Identify activities and experiences available in Costa Rica.

Identify the artist of a picture and describe and react to artwork in
Spanish.

Express food preferences and understand key details from a short
film.

Follow a simple recipe in Spanish.

Understand the importance of reading in Argentina and express
reading preferences.

Understand and apply a simple grammar rule in Spanish.

Sing and understand the meaning of a Spanish song.

Express personal interests and activities in Spanish.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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GRADE 7  ·  CONTINUED

7th Grade Unit Sequence (continued)

GRADE-LEVEL OVERVIEW

Seventh Grade builds students' Spanish communication skills through familiar and increasingly global topics including school, hobbies,
family, geography, and weather. At the Novice Mid–Novice High level, students strengthen their ability to understand and communicate
using sentences and short, connected messages. Students participate in conversations, ask and answer questions, describe people and
experiences, express preferences and opinions, interpret stories and informational texts, and compare their experiences with those of
others. Learning is grounded in comprehensible input, stories, songs, visuals, cultural connections, and meaningful interaction.

Unit 3: Family COMMUNICATION & LEARNING GOALS

Recognize and understand family vocabulary in Spanish.

Identify and describe family members and personal characteristics in
Spanish.

Understand and describe information about families in Spanish.

Compare and contrast one's family with another family in Spanish.

Present information about one's family in Spanish.

Have simple conversations about family with classmates in Spanish.

Interpret images of families from around the world and describe
what one sees, thinks, and wonders.

Understand stories in Spanish and identify key vocabulary and
specific details.

Describe characters, story events, and other details from a story in
Spanish.

Make predictions about a story in Spanish.

Sequence and describe events from a story in Spanish.

Represent story details and events through drawings or pictures.

Compare and contrast characters, families, or experiences in
Spanish.

Retell a story in Spanish using appropriate vocabulary.

Express opinions about a story in Spanish.

Understand and apply a simple grammar rule in Spanish.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Unit 4: The 7 Continents COMMUNICATION & LEARNING GOALS

State where countries are located in Spanish.

React appropriately in Spanish.

State where landmarks are located in Spanish.

Follow directions in Spanish to make "jugo."

Understand the meaning behind postage stamp designs in Spanish.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Unit 5: Weather COMMUNICATION & LEARNING GOALS

State temperatures, weather conditions, and seasons in Spanish.

Respond to questions and have simple conversations about the
weather in Spanish.

Express weather preferences and describe preferred weather
conditions.

State activities one likes to do during different seasons.

Read and understand short texts about weather and identify main
ideas and specific details.

Describe weather patterns throughout the year in different places.

Describe the weather where one lives during different seasons.

Identify vocabulary and specific details in Spanish stories.

Understand stories and make predictions in Spanish.

Identify appropriate clothing for different weather conditions.

Use a simple grammar rule correctly in Spanish.

Understand information about llamas and Peru in Spanish.

Understand and retell a short animated film in Spanish.

Identify places in Peru and describe its weather throughout the year.

Write a simple poem about weather in Spanish.

Identify and describe extreme weather in Spanish.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Outro Unit COMMUNICATION & LEARNING GOALS

Express class and hobby preferences in Spanish.

Follow and perform classroom commands in Spanish.

Identify whether hobby descriptions are logical or illogical.

Identify family members from La Familia Madrigal in Spanish.

Describe people using familiar Spanish vocabulary.

Act out and identify weather terms in Spanish.

Describe weather conditions in Spanish.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

Students compare school experiences across countries; explore hobbies connected to communities in Spain, Costa Rica, and Argentina;
examine families through stories and images including La Familia Madrigal; interpret landmarks and postage stamp designs; and
investigate weather and daily life in places such as Peru.

IB PYP CONNECTION

Seventh Grade Spanish connects to IB PYP through inquiry-based, concept-driven units organized around meaningful transdisciplinary
themes. Students use Spanish to investigate identity and school experiences, personal interests, family and relationships, geography and
place, and the relationship between weather and daily life.
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GRADE 8  ·  PROFICIENCY FOCUS:  NOVICE HIGH–INTERMEDIATE LOW

8th Grade Unit Sequence
Unit 1: ¡A revisar! COMMUNICATION & LEARNING GOALS

Express likes and dislikes in Spanish.

Understand and create descriptions of people in Spanish.

Understand stories in Spanish and identify the main idea and key
details.

Match people to descriptions in Spanish.

Describe people using simple characteristics in Spanish.

Interpret simple Spanish sentences.

Restate a story in Spanish using familiar vocabulary.

Understand and sing a song in Spanish.

Understand information about a musical group in Spanish.

Answer questions in Spanish using information learned in the unit.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Unit 2: Mi Casa es Tu Casa COMMUNICATION & LEARNING GOALS

Identify rooms of the house and common household vocabulary in
Spanish.

Express preferences about homes, rooms, and travel in Spanish.

Interpret descriptions of houses and identify rooms and household
objects.

Identify where household objects belong in a house.

Understand information from a house tour in Spanish.

Identify household objects and describe where they are located.

Understand information about an artist and make connections to
homes and culture.

Recognize and understand common household chores in Spanish.

Offer solutions to common household problems in Spanish.

Understand stories in Spanish and sequence events in the correct
order.

Demonstrate or act out parts of a story in Spanish.

Participate in simple conversations about homes and household
experiences in Spanish.

Understand a Spanish song.

Understand the importance of culture in Spanish-speaking homes.

Participate in a game in Spanish to review and apply unit vocabulary
and concepts.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Unit 3: Heroes of Hispanic Heritage COMMUNICATION & LEARNING GOALS

Identify Hispanic flags and explain what they represent in Spanish.

Understand the meaning of Spanish-language songs and music
videos.

Understand information about influential Hispanic musicians, artists,
athletes, and leaders in Spanish.

Research and present information about influential Hispanic artists.

React to information and cultural content in Spanish.

Identify works of art and their artists in Spanish.

Understand and apply a grammar rule in Spanish.

Interpret songs and music videos in Spanish.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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GRADE 8  ·  CONTINUED

8th Grade Unit Sequence (continued)

GRADE-LEVEL OVERVIEW

Eighth Grade builds on students' developing Spanish communication skills through increasingly complex topics including personal
descriptions, homes, clothing, music and art, cultural traditions, influential Hispanic figures, and future plans. At the Novice High–
Intermediate Low level, students strengthen their ability to communicate using sentences and short, connected messages, ask and answer
questions, describe and compare people, places, experiences, and cultural practices, and express preferences and opinions with supporting

Unit 4: ¡Vamos de Compras! COMMUNICATION & LEARNING GOALS

Identify and use clothing vocabulary in Spanish.

State what clothing is appropriate for different seasons and
situations.

Express how often one wears different types of clothing.

Make observations and describe clothing in Spanish.

Understand why certain clothing is traditional in different countries
and cultures.

Express approval and disapproval and compare clothing in Spanish.

Understand Spanish songs and descriptions of music videos.

Understand stories in Spanish and identify the main idea and key
details.

Describe pictures and clothing in Spanish.

Shop for clothing and participate in simple shopping interactions in
Spanish.

Understand descriptions of clothing in Spanish.

Understand and apply a Spanish grammar rule.

Retell and restate stories in Spanish using familiar vocabulary.

Summarize what was learned in the unit in Spanish.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Unit 5: Spain Celebrations COMMUNICATION & LEARNING GOALS

Identify popular traditions and celebrations in the United States and
state when they occur.

Explain why traditions and celebrations are important in Spanish.

Understand information about Spain and cultural celebrations such
as La Tomatina, Las Fallas, La Feria de Abril, and El Carnaval de
Cádiz.

Express preferences and opinions about cultural traditions and
celebrations in Spanish.

React to cultural events such as the Running of the Bulls in Spanish.

Create a timeline of important events related to Las Fallas.

Compare and contrast traditions and celebrations in Spanish.

Identify and describe colors and clothing associated with cultural
celebrations.

Describe pictures and songs in Spanish.

Understand information about Spanish soccer teams and express
reactions and opinions.

Understand and apply a simple Spanish grammar rule.

React to Spanish foods and explain their cultural importance.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Unit 6: Professions COMMUNICATION & LEARNING GOALS

Express what one would and would not like to do in the future in Spanish.

Identify and describe professions in Spanish.

Understand stories in Spanish and identify specific vocabulary and key details.

Participate in simple conversations with others in Spanish.

Read and understand stories in Spanish.

Sequence events from a story in Spanish.

Answer questions about a story using information from the text.

Retell and rewrite stories in Spanish using familiar vocabulary.

Express personal preferences in Spanish.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Outro Unit COMMUNICATION & LEARNING GOALS

Recognize and use common verbs correctly in the first-person and third-person present tense.

Identify objects in the house and say where they belong in Spanish.

Identify Hispanic heroes and their contributions in Spanish.

Determine if clothing is logical or illogical for a season or weather condition in Spanish.

Identify and describe celebrations from Spain in Spanish.

Identify and describe professions in Spanish.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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details. Students move toward greater independence in interpreting cultural content, participating in conversations, retelling and
summarizing stories, and presenting information.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

Students explore homes and household practices, Hispanic musicians, artists, athletes, and leaders, and traditions and celebrations in Spain
such as La Tomatina, Las Fallas, La Feria de Abril, and Carnaval de Cádiz. They also learn about Spanish soccer, influential figures from the
Spanish-speaking world, and future professions and personal aspirations.

IB PYP CONNECTION

Eighth Grade Spanish connects to IB PYP through inquiry-based units that encourage students to investigate identity, home and
community, culture, artistic expression, traditions, and future possibilities. Building from seventh grade, students take greater ownership by
interpreting cultural information, making comparisons, exchanging ideas, researching and presenting information, and reflecting on their
own perspectives.
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