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PUBLIC OVERVIEW FOR CURRICULUM COMMITTEES

K–5 Spanish Curriculum Overview
A coherent elementary Spanish curriculum designed to develop comprehension, communication, and proficiency over time.
Rather than centering instruction on vocabulary memorization and isolated grammar practice, it gives students abundant
opportunity to understand Spanish, interact with meaningful language, and use what they know to communicate.

This is an honest public overview for district committees. It is not a unit-by-unit scope and sequence for every K–5 grade. Full grade-
level scope and sequence documents and teacher portal access are available on request.

Our approach

Comprehensible input

Students encounter Spanish they can understand through
context, visuals, stories, conversation, movement, and teacher
interaction, listening, responding, and interpreting from the
very beginning.

Acquisition-driven instruction

Language develops through meaningful exposure and
communication. Grammar and vocabulary support
communication rather than driving instruction. Students
gradually produce more as proficiency grows.

Communication from the start

Students listen, respond, interpret, and interact, then gradually
produce more language as proficiency grows, without
pressure to perform before they are ready.

Culture throughout

Students experience the diverse people, places, traditions, and
perspectives of the Spanish-speaking world as an integrated
part of learning the language.

Elementary pathway: Foundation to Expansion

K–2 FOUNDATION

Students begin with Spanish they can understand, enjoy, and use from the start. Instruction is almost entirely comprehensible
input: stories, gestures, visuals, songs, movement, and routine.

Instructional outcomes: Students develop strong listening comprehension in familiar contexts and begin responding naturally
through actions, words, and short phrases, without pressure to produce language before they are ready.

3–5 EXPANSION

Comprehension deepens and communication widens. Students work with longer stories, personalized conversation,
interpretive listening and reading, and age-appropriate speaking and writing, with culture integrated throughout.

Instructional outcomes: Students understand increasingly connected Spanish, communicate with greater independence, and
begin using Spanish for real interaction, interpretation, and expression.
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How instruction is banded (matches posted samples)

Elementary lessons are organized in three bands that align with how teachers plan and how committees review samples.
Public sample lessons on the curriculum page map to these bands:

Lower Elementary KINDER / EARLY PRIMARY

Heavy movement, choral response, stories, and routines. Students act, sort, and respond with single words and short phrases.

Posted sample: Kinder / Lower Elem · Unit 4 · La Mariposita Bonita (butterfly life cycle)

Middle Elementary GRADE 2 BAND

Preferences, personalization, and partner interaction grow. Students express likes and dislikes and use short sentences in
familiar contexts.

Posted sample: Grade 2 / Middle Elem · Unit 2 · Yo Como (food preferences)

Upper Elementary GRADE 4 BAND

Longer interpretive tasks, map work, trivia, and connected description. Students label, locate, and describe using directional
language and content topics.

Posted sample: Grade 4 / Upper Elem · Unit 2 · Los Continentes y los Océanos

What teachers and schools receive

Teacher curriculum

Complete lessons, unit plans, pacing guidance, instructional
resources, assessments, and teacher support.

Student resources

Student-facing materials and digital learning experiences that
reinforce and extend classroom instruction.

Professional learning

Training and support so teachers understand both the curriculum
and the instructional approach behind it.

Flexible implementation

Designed to keep Spanish teachers at the center of instruction.
Virtual and asynchronous options are available when an in-
person language teacher is not available or does not fit the
budget.

Standards framing

ACTFL

Informed by ACTFL World-Readiness
Standards and the proficiency
framework across interpretive,
interpersonal, and presentational
modes.

State standards

Scope and sequence can be mapped to
your state's world language standards
and delivered as a reviewable
document for your committee.

IB PYP

Units connect language learning with
meaningful concepts and IB themes.
Dedicated IB documentation stays on
IBWorldLanguages.com.

NEXT STEP

Request full K–5 scope and sequence, portal walkthrough, or additional grade
samples.
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