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LOWER ELEMENTARY ·  KINDERGARTEN BAND

La Mariposita Bonita
Grade: Lower Elementary A  ·  Unit 4: How The World Works  ·  Lesson #2: El Ciclo de Vida de una Mariposa
Topic: Life Cycle of a Butterfly

Learning goal: I can identify and act out the stages of a butterfly's life cycle in Spanish.

MATERIALS

Teacher: Butterfly Life Cycle Slides

Student: Butterfly Life Cycle Cards (print and cut before
class)

TARGET STRUCTURES

El huevo - Egg La oruga - Caterpillar

La crisálida - Chrysalis /
pupa

La mariposa - Butterfly

Opening Ritual (5 min)

Welcome students to class.

Discuss today's date, weather, and students' feelings using the Opening Ritual Slideshow.

Introduce today's Question of the Day: ¿Te gustan las mariposas? | Sí/no me gustan las mariposas.

Review (5 min)

Begin class by retelling the story from the previous lesson with movement, acting out each stage of the life cycle. Students
may chorally repeat key target structures naturally if ready.

Congelado en la Crisálida (15 min)

Call out a stage of the butterfly life cycle and have students act it out.

When you say oruga, students move like caterpillars.
When you call crisálida, students freeze silently and wait.
When you say ¡mariposa!, students begin flying.

Pause for several seconds to build anticipation.

Pro tip: Reset expectations before each round by reminding students of your class rules and expectations.

Extend & adapt: Add descriptive words naturally (ex: grande, pequeño) or invite students to name the stage after
completing the movement.

¿Qué Es? (10 min)

Show photos of each stage of the butterfly life cycle using the Butterfly Life Cycle slideshow.

Point to the image and say the word aloud (huevo, oruga, crisálida, mariposa).

Invite students to whisper the word to a partner or say it aloud as a class if ready.

Provide repeated, comprehensible input by slowly naming and describing what students see.

Pro tip: Have students correct you. Point to the image and say the wrong stage a few times. Let students react naturally
and correct you with the correct word.

Extend & adapt: Ask simple either/or questions while pointing to images (¿Es oruga o mariposa?) and have students
respond chorally with one word.
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Group Sorting Activity (10 min)

Give each student a life-cycle card. Students should move around the room to find a group of four that represents all stages
of the butterfly life cycle.

Instruct students to say Soy ___ when introducing themselves (example: Soy la oruga).

For a second round, have students act out their card while moving. Note: Eggs and chrysalis do not move!

Pro tip: Model corrections naturally. If a student says the wrong stage, repeat their phrase correctly and continue without
discouraging progress.

Extend & adapt: For more of a challenge, ask students to line up in order of the life cycle once they've found their group.

Lesson review · ¡Adiós y hasta luego!
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